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ILG! 
Gift no leſs than the Life of the Son if God; 


thoſe for whom he was to lay it down, his 
profeſſed Enemies; by both which he hath 
taught us, to be ready to contribute all that 
is in our power, to the Relief and Support 
of our poor neceſſitous Brethren, and to ex- 
tend our Charity even to our moſt provoking 
Enemies. And if we conſider this Chriſtian 
Charity in that extenſive Meaning as to the 
Objects, and that Intenſeneſs in which he 
has enjoin d it, as to the Meaſures and De- 
grees of it, we ſhall find it is @ new Com- 
mandment indeed, and ſuch as no other 
Inſtitution but his, ever laid upon its Pro- 
feſſors; tho if we conſider likewiſe the Mo- 
tives enforcing ir, which are peculiar to 
Chriſtianity too, that of our Lord's Exam- 
ple, with others which 'I ſhall by and by 
inſiſt upon, we ſhall fee Reaſon enough to 
ſet about the Practice of the Duty. 
I may not pretend, in the Compaſs XY a 
Sermon, to treat of this great Subject, in 
all the various Kinds and Parts of it; but 
ſhall confine my ſelf at preſent, to that par- 
ticular Branch of it, which relates to the 
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ing their Wants, and contributing to their 


Support. And in eos to er I chall, 


I Faſt, Conf 4 the Duty it ſelf in that, 
Extent, in which it is 4 75 995 2 
Chriſtian Religion. And, 


a Sa, Shall inforce ls Practice. of it, ; 
by ſuch Motives as are gg" to has 
laſtitutica. And, 5 


ITT Thirdly, Apply he whole to the 5 | 
Occaſion. F ve | 


3 Fir, I ſhall coal d the Des it ſelf i in 
that Extent, in which it is ane by the 
Chriſtian Religion. 721416 

And here Three Things are to be . 
into; Who are the proper Objects; What 
the juſt Meaſures ; And what he right Prin- 

| ciphe of this Charity. 318125 

The Firſt is that Queſtion of the Lawyer 85 
in Luke. x. 29.— Who is my Neighbour? To 
which the Story which our Saviour told up- 
on that Occaſion, will give us a very ſatis- 
factory Anſwer; where He repreſents a Jew 

an_— in his is Journey 2. 'Thicyey ſtripped, 


and 


and wounded, and So half dead in the Way; 
A Samaritan travelling that Road, ſaw him 
in that pitiful Condition, aud bad Compaſſion 
on him, be put on Bowels of Mercy towards him, 
and not only ſo, but Kindneſs alſo; he did 
not only pity, bur relieve him too, and that 
ſuitably and roportionably to his Wants, 
for he went to him, and bound u hisWounds, 
pouring in Oil and Wine, and ſet him on his 
own Beaſt, and brought him to an Inn, and 
took Care of him, and when he departed, he 
gave the Hoſt Money and Charge of him, 
promiſing alſo to repay whatever ſhould be 
further * upon the wounded Man's 
Account. 

Now we are to conſi 0 that the Jave and 
Smeritens were profeſſed Enemies, and Ha- 
rers of one another; there was not ſo much 
as an CivilCommercebaween them: When 
our Saviour, tired with his Journey, ſat on 
Jacob's Well, and deſired that ſmall Courteſie 
of a Woman that came thither to draw Wa- 
ter, to give him a little to- drink, ſhe won- 
dered that be being a Jew, ſhould ask even 
that poor Favour, or rather Act of common 
Humanity, of her that was 4 Samaritan, John | 
iv: "Another Time, when he ſent his D Diſciples 


into 


71 


into à Village of Samaria, to make ready fot 


him, the Samaritans would give him no Re- 
ception, becauſe his Face was as though he would 
go to Jeruſalem, Luke ix. On the other Hand, 
what Thoughts the Jews had of the Santari- 
tans, may be gathered from that Expreſſi- 


on of theirs to our Saviour, in the vifih of 
St. John; who being baffled by kim, and 


having no Return to make but reviling and 
ill Language, call him, as the moſt reproach- 
ful Title they could give him, 2 Samaritan; 
Say we not well that thou art 4 Samuritan? They 


knew very well that he was not a Samaritan; 


but as'a Turk is uſed among us as an Expreſſi- 
on for a cruel barbarous Man, and a Jem to 


they are not Turks or Jews, ſo here they uſed 
the Word Samaritan' to Chriſt, as the moſt 

odious Name they could call him by: And 
yet notwithſtanding all the Diſtance, and 
Hatred, and Enmity, that was between them, 
our Lord, in Anſwer to-the Queſtion, who' . 
my Neighbour, gives an Inſtance of a Samari- 
tan, performing the moſt kind and charitable 
Offices to a diſtreſſed Jew; thereby intimacing, 
that any Petſon in Want or Miſery; the? a 
Stranger or Enemy to us, muſt be looked up- 


on 
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on as our r Neighbour, and an Object of 
ſuch Relief and Abllance as We are able: to 
give him. 

When I ſaid any Perſon in Want, Ir meant 
ſuch as are ſo neceſſarily, and not through 
their own wilful Default and Idleneſs: Such 
as cannot ſupport themſelves, or their Fami- 
lies, by their honeſt Labour ; not. ſuch as 
can, and will not; but chooſe to live lazily 
by a Trade of Begging; as to ſuch, tis ſo 
far from being Charity, or a Duty to relieve 
them, that, on the e contrary, tis a Sin; a Sin 
againſt the Laws of the Land, which require 
that ſuch ſhould. be corrected rather than 
relieved: A Sin againſt chat Apoſtolical Rule, 
that thoſe that will not work, ſhould not eat: A 
Sin againſt the very Perſous ſo relieved, who 
are thereby encouraged in that Idleneſs, which 
is it ſelf a Sin, and may probably lead them 
on to greater: A Sin againſt the Publick, 
which by ſuch Encouragement, is hinder d 
from the Service which was juſtly due from 
thoſe Perſons, . who are become Peſts: and 

Nuſances to it: A Sin againſt the truly. Poor 
and Neceſſitous, who ſuffer by our miſplacing 
Sup; ae upon eee e for 


zy 
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by how much we give to ſuch, by ſo much 
the leſs able are we to relieve the others. 
The proper and. deſerving Objects of this 
Sort of Charity, are ſuch whoſe Wants are 
real, who are well diſpoſed to Induſtry and 
Labour, but either are diſabled by Weak- 
neſs and Impotence, Sickneſs or old Age, or 
other Methods of God's wiſe Providence; 
or if they are able to work, cannot have 
Imployment, tho they deſire itʒ or elſe have 
ſo large a Family, that their honeſt Labour 
and Diligence cannot ſupport them; Poor 
Houſe - keepers, Priſoners, Widows, Orphan 
Children, &c. "i 
And as to theſe and ſuch like, no Diffe- 
rence of Country, Opinion, Party or Reli- 
gion; no Affronts or Offences: againſt us, 
muſt be any Obſtructions to our Charity, 
or hinder us from affording them ſuch Re- 
lief, as their Wants require, and our Abili- 
ties will allow us to give: : 
Indeed where the Objects are fo many; 
that our Charity, if we would, cannot reach 
to them all, there we have a Judgment of 
Diſcretion, and may prefer one before ano- 
ther. Where ſeveral are under a common 
Neceſſity, and their Wants and Circumſtan- 
B _ 


L161 

ces are alike, there no doubt we may ka ve. 
Regard to the Relation that any ws them 
beat to us, whether it be natural, civil, 2 
ſpiritual z to their Worth and Deſerts, 
give the Preference accordingly ; but 5 
the Circumſtances are unequal, ſome are un- 
der only forme common Wants, others dri- 
ven to the laſt Extremity; there the latter, 
tho the more unworthy, muſt be preferred, 
and the Conſiderations of Deſert or Rela- 

tion muſt give way to the preſſing Necefiity. 
| -Gxrondy, I am in che next Place to ſpeak 
tothe Meaſures of this Charity: And here 
it muſt not be expected, that ] ſhould parti- 
cularly determine the quantam, what Propor- 
tion of his Eſtate or Income every Man 
{hould giye ; Mens Circumſtances are ſo va- 
tous, that: mo one particular Rule can reach 
them all, and God has ſeſt it do every 
Man's Diſcterion to do as the purpojeth in his 

Heart; But yet ſome general -Qbfervations 
may be drawn from Scripture, which, if 
Man will honeſtly apply to his own 
Caſe, will be fufficicnt to direct his Practice 
in this Matter. 
St. aul giving Directions to che Coriabi- 
ig about their Collections for che Poor, * 

me 


LT] 
the xvith Chap. of 1/ Epiſtle; 2. Verſe, 
adviſes, That every Man ſhould lay by in Store 
Weekly, i. e. for the Relief of the poor Saints, 
as God hath proſpered hin-: Where I obſerve, 
1. That the Fund out of which a Man muſt 
be charitable, is that wherewith God hath pro- 
ſpered him, i. e. that which is his un, and 
which he came honeſtly by: What a Man 
owes to another, under which I comprehend 
a competent Proviſion for his Family, he 
cannot call his own; Juſtice muſt take Place 
of Charity, and where both cannot be done, 
a Debt muſt be paid rather than an Alms 
given; what a Man came diſhoneſtly by, is 
yet leſs his own, and cannot be ſaid to be that 
where with God hath proſpered him: Nor can it 
be imagined that any Thing yonen by Vio- 
tence or Fraud, can be a Sacrifice with which 
he will be pleaſed, who hates Robbery for Burnt- 
Offerings: Zaccheus, in the xixth of St. Luke, 
when . entertained Chriſt, and was merci- 
fully received by him, thought it not enough 
to declare, that the half of his Goods he gave 
to the Poor, which yet was 2 large Gift; | for 
the 2d Verſe tells us, he was Chief of the 
Publicans, and was rich; but adds, if I have 
wronged any Man, Treſtore him fourfold. _ 
£ Bz:- "= Ye 
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The Fruits. of Oppreſſion or Deceit, are 

no Offerings for the Altar of God; what is 
obtained by ſuch Methods, muſt be reſtored 
to thoſe, from whom it has been unjuſtly 
taken; if they are dead, to their Children or 
Heirs; if none of them are to be met with, 
it muſt be diſpoſed of to the Poor; but yet 
it cannot be placed upon the Account of Cha- 
rity, it is only an Act of ſtrict Juſtice: What 
remains clear to a Man after Satisfaction made 
of Debts juſtly contracted, and Reſtitution 
of whatſoever has been unjuſtly obtained, 
is the only Fund for Charity. I obferve, 
21. That as this is the only Fund for Cha- 
rity, ſo our charitable Diſtributions muſt be 
in Proportion to our Fund; we muſt lay by 
for charitable Uſes, as, or in Proportion to 
that, which, by God's Bleſſing, we have re- 
ceived; of thoſe who have larger Incomes, 
larger Diſtributions are required, as from thoſe 


that have leſs, leſs will be accepted. Give to 


the moſt High, ſays the Son of Sirach, accord- 
ing as he has enriched thee. J thou haſt: Abun- 
dance, ſays Tobit, give Alms accordingly ; if thou 
have but little, be-not afraid to give according ta 


that little. Iobſerve, 


53 = 
z. That our Diſtributions muſt bear a 
large Proportion to our reſpective Funds. 
aber,, 
1. From choſe Expreſſions which St. Paul 
uſes in his Exhortation to this Duty, in 2 
Cor. ix. of ſowing bountifully, of abounding to 
every good Work, of being enriched in every Thing 
to all Bountifulneſs, of liberal Diſtributions, &c. 
And, | : „ . 
22. From that Conſideration with which 
he enforces it, ver. 8. That God is able to make 
all Grace abound to them, i. e. to furniſh them 
with ſuch a plentiful Supply of the Things 
of this World, as ſhall anſwer their own 
Wants, and enable them to ſupply the Needs 
of others; which ſeems to imply, that he ex- 
pected they ſhould be ready, if Occafion 
ſhould require it, to give fo liberally, as in 
ſome Mealure to impoveriſh, and put them- 
| ſelves in a Condition of Dependance upon 
the Providence and Power of God for a Sup- 
ply ; and this he intimates again in the 1th 
Verſe, where, praying for a Bleſſing upon 
them for their Liberalicy, he begs that he 
that furniſhes the liberal with the Power and 
Will to be charitable, would miniſter Bread 
for their Food, i. e. provide all Neceſſaries for 
"Ml OS W 


| C14 ] 
them, as well as increaſe the Fruits of their 
| Righteouſneſs: So that hence we fee, that 
we muſt not only communicate to our poor 
Brethren, out of our L vi and Abun- 
dance, but be willing, if their Needs ſhould 
require it, ſometimes to put our ſelves to 
ſome Streights, rather than not ſupply their 
preſſing Neceſſities A 
4. I ſhall add but one Thing more upon 
this Head, and that is that excellent Rule of 
our Saviour's in Matt. vii. 12. Mhatſoever ye 
would that Men Jhould do to you, do ye even ſo 
to them: and certainly whenever a proper Ob- 
ject of Charity preſents it ſelf to me, if I 
would but ſuppoſe my ſelf in that poor, hun- 
gry, naked, deſtitute Creature's Circumſtan- 
ces, and him in mine; and conſider. what, 
and in what Proportion, I might then lawful» 
ly and reaſonably deſire he ſhould do for 
me, and perform to him accordingly, I 
ſhould then come up to the juſt Meaſure of 
Charity; for I ſhould love my Neighbour as 
D ag 
The Third Particular to be enquired into, 
is the right Principle of this Charity; and 
if this be wanting, let it be placed upon the 
moſt proper Objects, and diſtributed in the 
i h | largeſt 


largeſt Proportion, twill not be accepted by 
God, nor entitle me to his Favour; It Vanity 
and Oſtentation, and a Deſire to be ſeen and 
admired for it by Men, be the Motives of it, 
their empty Applaule is all the Reward I 
muſt expect for it: No, if I would haye my 
Charity placed to God's Account, it mult 
a from Principles that reſpect him, 
rom Obedience, Love, and Faith; and if I am 
charitable out of a Senſe of Duty, and in 
Obedience to his Commands, who has ſtrictly 
enjoined me to be ſo; out of a Senſe of his 
Love and Bounty to me, and the Obli- 
gations of Gratitude, which I lie under 
ro him for it, thankfully embracing the 
Opportunity of making ſome Acknows- 
ledgements of his Goodnels and Mercy; 
fore ſmall Returns for it to his poor 
Members, whom he has appointed as his 
Subſtitutes, to receive thoſe Expreſſions of 
our Love, which he is not capable of; and 
out of a firm Faith in his Promiſes, relating 
both to this, and the other Life, being fully 
perſwaded that whatever I diſpoſe of in Cha- 
rity, is placed out in the fafeſt Hand, and at 
the beſt Intereſt; aſſuring my ſelf chat L Hall 
reap according to my ſowing, in the _ 


: 'Þ..7 2 
ſings of this World, if God ſees them beſt for 
me; but certainly in the more valuable ones 
of the next; my Alms will come up before 
God, as a Sacrifice of a ſweet ſmelling Sa- 
vour ; and even a Cup of cold Water, be- 
ſtowed by ſuch as have not more to give, out 
of ſuch Principles, will not loſe its Reward. 

Thus I have conſidered the Duty, with 
Reſpect to its Objects, Meaſures, and Prin- 
ciples. THe, 
155 I now proceed to the Obligations en- 
forcing it, which are peculiar to Chriſtianity. 

Now to the Engagements which Nature 
has laid Men under to this Duty, as that 
they are all Brethren, in Reſpect of their Ori- 
gin, as being made of one Blood, and de- 
ſcended from the Loyns of one common 
Parent, and that therefore they ought to love 
4 Brethren, and be pitiful; That no Man is 

Self- ſufficient, but in ſome Reſpect or other 
wants the Aſſiſtance of others; and there- 
fore tis highly reaſonable that every one 
{ſhould give that Help to his Brother, which 
his own Wants and fnfirmities may make him 
ſome time or other ſtand in need of from him. 

To theſe and other natural Motives to 
this Duty, Chriſtianity has added theſe fol- 


lowing ones, 
Firſt, 


1 


EFirſt, As Ped we are much more 
nearly. related to each other, than we were 
by Nature; by Nature we are all Brethren; 
but as Chriſtians, we are all Members of one 

| Body. | 
This Conſi deration St. Paul inf as hed 
upon, in the xiith Chapter of his ficſt Epiſtle 
to the Corinthians, to perſwade them to a 
Sympathy, and Fellow Feeling with each 
other, in their ſeveral Circumſtances; ro a 
tender Concern for, and mutual Care of one 
another: He urges that the Body natural, 
tho it have many Members, is yet one Bo- 
dy; that tho the Foot is not the Hand, and 
the Ear is diſtinct from the Eye, yet each of 
them are Members of the ſame one Body; 
that no one of the Members can ſay, it has 
no need of another; but the weakeſt and leſs 
honourable are ulelul and neceſſary in their 
proper Places; that God hath ſo temper d the 
Body, and dilpoſed or ſer every one of the 
Members, that there ſhould be no Diviſion, 
no ſeparate Intereſts in it; but that each 
ſhould have the ſame kind Regard to ano- 
ther as to it. ſelf; ſympathizing with the o- 
thers in all Conditions, whether of Pain or 
Pleaſure, feeling the Smart when any other 
3 G Member 
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FEED receives Hurt, and being bed * 
that is relieved, that as che natural Body 
one, being istorafd by one Soul, w. ich 
artitnaces all the Parts of it; ſo the Myſtical 
Body, the Society of Chriſtians being infotm d 
by one Spirit, comnmunicated to it from the 
Head Chrift Jeſus, which gives ſpiritual Life 
and Motion to all che living Mernbers of ir, 
is one likewiſe 3 from whence he infers, chat 
therefore all he Members of this foiritual 
Body ſhould have the ſame Sympat thy with 
one another, as thoſe of the natural have, 
Rejoicing with ibem that rejoice, dnd weeping with 
them that weep, putting on, as becomes Per- 
dons ſo el6fely united 6 thern, Bowels of Mer- 
cy and Kiidnefs, te their fuffetiv Fellow Mem- 
bert, heartily compaſſionating, and readily 
relicvitig them, as bearing 4 "Shave in theit 
Aﬀflictions with then. 

2. The Perſbrianer ef this Daey of Chit 
city, is made by our Saviour the diftingitifh» 
ing Murk, by whith his Difciples ate te be 
knows, from Men ptbfellag thy othet Rdi- 
gion; 4 — ſays he in the Texr, 
F 2196 und y, A . live bne another. 0 
this a a Mn Ib That vun ure n Dies 

pins, 01m 19 unatbey. er 
ou 


” F. 
ſhould have (id; no cher Iaſtitution exer 
enjoin'd this Duty in ſo gxtenſive a Meaging : 
as to the ObjeQs, or in {p jotenle and high 
a Degree as to the Exerciſe, and Inſtances of 
it, as mine does; and therefore by-your faith- 
ful Diſcharge of it, in the Senſe in which I 
require it, che World will know you co be 
Chriſtians, and diſtingyiſh yay from the 
Followers of any other Maſter. Now will 
it not be very unſcemly for a Chriſtian to 
Ke wichont his Livery, without the Badge 
of his Profeſſion? Will it not look as if he 
2 Abe af his 1 1 e 
An N ie not expe that i Ma 2 in 
his Tora will be ,aſhamed of him, when he 
ſhall come in the Glory of his Father, with 
the Holy Angels 2 A Diſciple of Chriſt 
withgut Love to his Brethren, an uncharita» 
ble Chriſtian! They are Contradictions, they 
are incompatible Denominations, whoever 
is one, is not the other; he that is a Chriſtian, 
is not uncharitable; andi he that is uncharita- 
ble, is no Chriſtian: And this will appear 


» 4 


yet more clearly from the e 
3. Obligation to this Duty, peculiar to 
| Chriſtianity; namely, the Example of Chriſt, 

which, was ſuch a one as the World never 


LF 20 ], 
heard of befote or ſince; "Now to this End 
has Chriſt lefe us an Elanple, that we ſhould 
follow his Steps; and in no one Inſtance has he 
more frequently or earneſtly call'd upon us 
to imitate him, than in that of Love: See 
how pathetically he urges his Love to them, 
as a Motive to engage his Diſciples to love 
one another, St. John xv. 1 2, Cc. This is my Com- 
mandment, ſays he, that ye love one another, 
as 1 have loved yort. Greater Love bath no Man 
than this, that a Man lay down his Life for bis 
Friends, ye are my Friends. — I have called you 
not Servants, but Friends — Ie have not choſen me, 
bat I have choſen you. Here he fets forth the 
Greatneſs of his Love to them, in that he 
was ready to give the higheſt Inftance of 
Love, that any one could give to his deareſt 
Friend, even that of dying for them; in that 
he had treated them all along not at chat Di- 
ſtance, which the Relation of Maſter and 
Servant might call for, but with the Intima- 
cy and Freedom of Boſom' Friends; and in 
that he had placed his Affections upon them, 
before they had made any Advances towards 
him: And to what End does he inſiſt upon 
all this? Why only to prevail with them 
to obey that Command which he gave them 
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in the Beginning of this Diſcourſe, and which 
he here immediately repeats, - Theſe Things * 
command you, that ye love one another. 

The Example of Chriſt ought ſurely to 
hs a moſt forcible Motive wich Chriſtians 
ro imitate him in any Inſtance, wherein. ke 
has propoſed himſelf as a pattern to them, 
for it is our very Profeſſion to follow the Ex- 

ample of Chriſt, and be made like to him; 
but in this there is ſomething ſo peculiar, wins 
if it cannot prevail upon us any other Way, 
yet at leaſt it muſt ſhame us into a Compli- 
ance with it; for with what Face can I profeſs 
my ſelf a Diſciple of the compaſſionate: and 
bountiful Jeſus, whoſe whole Employment 
was to go about doing Good, miniſtring to, 
and relieving the corporal and ſpiritual 
Wants and Ailments of all miſerable Objects, 
that were preſented to him, if I, having this 
Worlds Good; can ſee my Brother babe need, and 
your up. my Bowels of Compaſſion from bun? 

Has my liberal Maſter given me all Things 
xichly: to enjoy, all Things appertaining co 
this Life and Godlineſs, all Things neccflary 
to my lafe Paſlage through this World, and 
to my Happinels in the next? And can l ſee 


r poor Brett grappling. wich Neceſſity, 
= preſſed 


4 
722651 down by Alflictions, and refuſe to 


_ romminnicate out of the Abundance which 


I have freely received, towards the ſupp] 
his Wants, ond kupponing hn e 
Preſſure 2 

Alas! what can 1 ay in Juſtiication or 
Excuſe of my (df? W poor Brothet much 
my lnferior, far below me? Why, what 
was I co Chrift, poor Duſt and Aſhes to him, 
who is oer all, God &leſſed for ever? Is 
he uncapable of meriting any Kindneſs from 


me, or returning any to me? Why, what 


had 4 deſerved from Chriſt, when he leſt the 
Boſom of his Farher, the Glory he had with 
him before the World was, eo come down 
upon this Earth, to live ape rlocuted Life, and 
ſuffer a ſhameful Death kf my Sabvation? 
His Love to me preceded my very Being, 
and ſuppoſed my Rebellion againſt: rue 
gave it me; and what Reward am I able to 
render unto him for all his Benefits? All 
Goodneſs cannot extend to him; 4 can- 
not be profitable to him, nor is it Gain to 
him if my Ways were perfect: Nay, is my 
Brother my provoking, ungrateful Enemy; 
as he wilfülly injured me, when I had de- 
ond well en _ Why,on what * 
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ward; and were all Mankind with Chin d 
when he undertook that amazing Work ol 
the Redemption of che World? Did he not 
hereby recommend his Lope to us, that while” 
we were Sinners, He thed fan us? If this Love 
of Chriſt cannot conſtrain us te follow his 
Example ; if che Cireumſtances of it cannot 
anſwer al Objections agaimſt our Charity 
to our Brethren ;. I ſhall add bur one Mo- 
tive more; namely, 1210 
4. The Conſequences which the Goſpel 
alſares will atrend Ooty Performarice Or Neg- 
lect of this Duty: it is through the: Goſpel that: 
Life and Immortality are brought to light 3 ii ei. 
there are more clear Revelations made in 
the Goſpel of # future Judgment, and the 
| Rewards and Pimiſhnetts' of another Life, 
than the World enjoy d before: And he 
chat is to execute that Judgment, and aſſign 
thoſe - Rewards and Puniſhments to Men, 
accordingly 2s they ſhall have obey d, o not 
obey d his Laws, has gives ſuch a Deſeription 
of his intended Procedure, in the 25 of St. 
Matt. as if this Branch of hatiry, che re- 
heving thoſe that ate in Biſtreſs, were its 
the Letter, the fuffdling ef che whole Lau. 
ns he would qui incy” gocking 1 
ut 


143 
but how Men had behaved - themſelves, 
with Relation to that Royal Law of Love: 
for When he « paſſes the, Sentence of Glory 
upon the Bleſled, he gives no other reaſon 
for it, but becauſe they had miniſter d to 
the Neceſſities of his poor Members: Nor 
does he aſſign any . Cauſe, for the Sen- 
tence of Condemnation upon the Wicked, but 
becauſe they had deny d thoſe inſtances, 
which he there mentions, of Charity to 
them. p 
We . not Indo; 5 that 
all the Actions of our whole Lives will be 
then brought into Judgment, and account 
be then required of our whole Carriage, 
with reſpect to all the Commands of the 
Goſpel; but from this Deſcription we may: 
very reaſonably infer, that there will be a ver 
particular Enquiry into the Obſervance = 
this; Duty; and. a ſpecial. regard had by 
our Judge, to the Diſcharge, or Neglect of it, 
in his Pronquacing She, Come ** Bleſſed, ot, 
Go ye. Curſed. | 
Thus I * diſpatched my Fenn Gene⸗ 
18, and laid before you ſome Motives en- 
forging this Duty of dane peculiar to 
e —_—_ Religion. pn bo al bi 
1 1 3. And 


pan]. 
3. And if the Motives are of any Weight 


* 


with you, permit me, by way of Appli- 


cation, to tell you, that you have now 
before you very moving, and deſerving 
Objects, for your moſt liberal Exerciſe of 
the Duty. » = 
Among all the various Kinds of Charity, 
I know none in which our largeſt Benefa- 
ctions can turn to ſo good an Account, ſo 
many Ways, as in the ſupporting thoſe 
Schools, which are ſet up for the Education 
of poor Children. 

Bleſſed be God, that put ic into the 
Hearts of thoſe, who firſt ſet on Foot 
theſe truly charitable, and Chriſtian Deſigns ; 
And bleſſed be they of the Lord, who 
have been contributing to, and inſtrumen- 

tal in carrying them on: Deſigns, when 
ſucceſsfully proſecuted, of ſo extenſive an 
Influence, that if I ſhould ſpeak diſtinctly 
ro ir, I ſhould much ſooner weary out 
your Patience, than exhauſt my Subject. 

I fhall but hint at a few of the Advanta- 
ges of this Kind of Charity: This reaches 
not only to the Bodies of the Children 
which are cloath'd, and who are inſtructed 
in ſome honeſt Employment, whereby they 

may 


L 264 
may ſubſiſt themſelves, and be uſeful to the 
Nation; but to their much more valuable 
Parts their Minds, which are cultivated and 
improv d, early ſeaſon d with Principles of 
Virtue and Probity, poſſeſſed with the Fear 
of God, and a Senſe of Religion, and 
brought up in the Nurture and Admonition of 
— 
Its Influences are not confined to theſe 
poor Children, and their indigent Parents 
and Friends, who are mightily caſed by it, 
but extend to the Publick: For whereas the 
Children of ſuch as are not able themſelves 
to give them any virtuous Education, or 
fit them for any honeſt Way of getting their 
Living, are too likely, if no Care be tak- 
en of them by others, to become Peſts and 
Nuſances to the Publick, either by ſetting = 
up a lazy Trade of Begging, or elſe raking 
thoſe worſe Courſes of Cheating, Pilfering, 
and Stealing, Robbing on the High Way, 
and Houſe-Breaking; their Want of Prin- 
ciples diſpoſing them for any villainous Pra- 
ctices, and their Poverty tempting them to 
them; an early Inſtitution of ſuch, in the 
Principles of our holy Religion; a teaching 
chem betimes the Fear of the Lord; a wean- 
ing 


F 
ing them from the Beginning from Idle- 
nels; a training them up in Induſtry, and 
capacitating them for honeſt Employments, 
muſt certainly arm them againſt the fore- 
mentioned Practices, which are ſo offenſive, 
and make them, with God's Bleſſing, uſeful 
Members of che Community : The Effe&s 
of this Charity will not be ſhut up within 
our own Age, but reach to the next Gene- 
ration, which is to be compoſed partly of 
theſe Children, for whoſe Education I am 
now pleading. 
A good Man, a Lover of his Country, 
cannot but be pleaſed to ſee a Foundation 
laid for the future Happineſs of it; and 
certainly nothing can ſo much contribute to 
the Happineſs 4 any Nation, as the Vertue 
and Piety of the Inhabitants. = 208 163 
There have, for ſome Years paſt, been 
pious Attempts made, which are ftill carry» 
ing on, by zealous and well affected Chriſti» 
ans, for Reforming the preſent Age; and, 
| Praiſed be God, not without ſome good and 
viſible Succeſs ; but a thorough Reformation 
is not to be expected till the next; tis not 
to be hoped for without beginning earlier, 
. Dx with 
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with a pious Inſtitution of Children, ſea- 
ſoning them betimes with good Principles, 


and giving God an early Poſſeſſion of them, 


before the Devil and evil Habits get hold of 


them; and it cannot but be a Delight to 
thoſe that are truly pious, to ſow the Seeds, 


as I may ſay, of ſuch a bleſſed Harveſt, 


tho they muſt leave the next Generation 


to reap the happy Crop, which they can 


| only look at afar off, and enjoy in Ima- 


gination. 5 
Nou the Reformation, and conſequently 


Happineſs of the next Generation, depend- 


ing fo much upon the good Education of 
the Children that are born in this, who 
ſees not what an excellent Labour of Love 


they are imployed in, who are taking Care 
for the Chriſtian bringing up of thoſe Chil- 


dren, who have either no Friends, or ſuch 
as are not able to take that Care for them? 
And in what other Inſtance can one place 
out his Charity, where it will turn to fo 


good Account ſo many Ways, as it will. in 


promoting this excellent Work ? _ | 
Tis certain, that, generally ſpeaking, the 
Wickedneſs of the Adult, is owing to the ill 


Train- 


| Training of the Child; but ſome Sorts of 
Crimes, and thoſe which chiefly diſturb the 
Publick, are more particularly occaſioned 
for Want of an honeſt Education of the 
Children of the Poor; they have nothing 
of their own to ſubſiſt upon; they have not 
been trained up to Labour and Induſtry to 
get an honeſt Livelihood; they have no 
Principles ro hinder them, either from 
taking that which is anothers, when they 
can come conveniently at it; or from any 
other vile Method of gaining a Maintenance 
for themſelves; and hence your Streets and 
Roads are crowded with lazy Beggars and 
Vagrants, and your Priſons filled with Fe- 


Ions and Burglers, and your Gallows load- 


ed with thoſe Criminals, who might, had 
they been well educated, - been in ſeveral. 
Capacities ſerviceable to God and their 
Country. ol 
Hence it is that your Streets have been 
ſo much infeſted with that lewd Tribe 
of Night Walkers, that the Helliſh Brothel 
Houfes have been ſupplied with Inſtruments 
to carry on their deteſtable and damnable 
Trade. Were the Female poor Children 
In- 


L 
inſtructed in ſome Occupation or Manufa- 
cture, proper for their Sex, whereby they 
might honeſtly ſubſiſt, they would not be 
urged by Neceſſity, to that vile Commerce, 
of proſtituting their Bodies for Gain; and 
were they thoroughly inſtructed in the Prin- 
ciples of the Chriſtian Religion, and poſ- 
ſefſed with a juſt Senſe of the Duties that 
Religion requires from them, towards God, 
and towards themſelves; no "Temptation 
would prevail with them, to fin againſt their 
Bodies and Souls too in thoſe Inſtances, which 
not only expoſe themſelves to the Indig- 
nation of that God, who will. judge For- 
nicators and Adulterers, but alſo provoke 
his Judgments againſt the Nation where 
they live, which is defiled by ſuch Abomina- 
tions, and muſt mourn for them. —- - -; 
Hence it is in a great Meaſure, that 
Tumults and Riots are ſo frequent among 
us. Ambitious and enterpriſing Men could 
not attempt the Overthrow of a Govern- 
ment, and Ruine of a Nation, without the 
Aſſiſtance of the meaneſt of the People: 
Men of Subſtance generally care not to 
engage in ſuch dangerous Undertakings; but 
| | | the 


3 L | 
the Scum of the People, thoſe who either 
never had any Fortunes, or have waſted them 
by their Vices, are ready for any deſperate - 
Attempt ; for they run no Riſque, they have 
no Eſtate to loſe, they are at the Bottom, 
they cannot be lower than they are in any 
Change of Government, but they hope to 
get ſomething in the Scramble; they have 
a Chance, they think, to make their Fortune, 
and hence they are ready to follow any 
diſappointed Sheba, that blows the Trumpet 
of Rebellion; Whereas if theſe Perſons had 
been bred up in ſome honeſt Imployment, 
whereby they gain d a comfortable Subſiſt- 
ance, and had been early inſtructed in the 
great Duties of Submiſſion to lawful Gover- 
nours, and Love to their Country, as their 
Circumſtances would make them leſs liable 
to be prevail d upon by any Temptations of 
that Kind, ſo their Principles would make 
them reject them with Indignation and 
Wonen . Nn non 

| Theſe great Duties of Subjection to Go- 
vernment, and Love for our Country, next 
to thoſe which we owe more immediately 
to God, ought chiefly to be ineulcated into 

3 Young 
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Young People; We ſee the diſmal Effects 
of the Neglect of ſuch Inſtruction at 
this Time, when, though we boaſt, and 
with good Reaſon, that we have the 
beſt Form of Government in the World, 
ſuch a happy Conſtitution as is the 
Joy or Envy of the whole Earth; and 
the Adminiſtration of it is now in the 
Hands of one of the moſt gracious and beſt 
of Princes, that ever ſat on this, or any 
Throne; Yet have there been Numbers 
found among us, who firſt by tumultuous 
Riots, and ſince by open Rebellion, have 
been endeavouring, in Conjunction with 
Papiſts, to dethrone their King, and ſubvert 
our Government; which Endeavours, if God 
for our Sins ſhould have permitted to have 
been ſucceſsful, muſt — have brought 
upon us two of the greateſt Evils in this 
World, Popery and Slavery: Thoſe there- 

fore who have the Care of Children and 
Youth, ſhould be ſure to inſtruct them be- 
times in the Duty, which by the Laws of 
our Land they owe to their Governours, and 
which they are bound by the Law of God 
co perform, not only for Wrath, but alſo 
| for 


fir Conſcience TH They ſhould poſſeſs 
them early with a juſt Value for our 
excellent Conſtitution in Church and State; 
they ſhould inſtil into them a ublick 
Spirit, by which they ſhould oo the 
Publick Good, to any private Intereſt , 

they ſhould make them ſenſible of the 
Folly, - as well as Baſeneſs and Wicked- 
neſs of propoſing to raiſe any Advantage 
to themlelves upon the Publick Ruin, in 
which they as well as others, will firſt or 
laſt be involved: We are all embarked 
upon one Bottom, and if the Vellel ſinks, 
we muſt all go down with it. But to 
conclude; fince this Sort of Charity, this: 
raking Care for the good Education of 
the Children of the Poor, when duly 
managed, is of ſo great and extenſive an 
Advaneage, to the Souls as well as Bodies 


of thoſe who immediately partake of it, 


to the Publick, and to the next Age, 


and probably 70: Generations after that: 
You: fee I cannot want Topicks to enlarge 
upon, as 1 hope you will _ more Mo- 
tives: to perſwade you, further and 
Gy ang a Deſgn: 1 _ 
only 
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only remind you of that which I hinted 
under the Fourth Motive, and leave it 
with you. 4 8 
That the Performance of chis great Duty | 
of Charity (a noble Branch whereof I have 
now laid before you) will be very parti- 
cularly enquired into, at the tremendous 
Day of Judgment: So the Judge has aſſured 
us —— of Enquiry will run; Have you 
cloathed the Naked, fed the Hungry, vi- 
ſited the Sick, and miniſtred to the other 
Neceſſities of my poor Members ? And 
we may be ſure, chat he who ſhewed ſo 
much Tenderneſs and Compaſſion to Chil- 
dren Himſelf, will reckon them in the 
Number of his Members, to whom He 
requires us to extend our Charity, and 
will repute our Performance or Neglect 
of this Duty to them, as a doing or not 
doing it to Himſelf, at the dreadful Day 
of Account. 
Happy, thrice happy then will they be, 
who can ſay, Here, Lord, are the little 
Children, whom, alter thy Example, we 
have received into our Arms; whom we 
have been inſtrumental in Cloatbing — 
Edu- 


UE 
Educating, in Reſcuing out of the Snare of 
the Devil, and bringing them up in thy 
Nurture and Admonition: Then ſhall the 
King ſay unto them, Come ye bleſſed Chil- 
dren of my Father, receive the Kingdom pre- 
pared for you; in as much as ye have done it 
to theſe little ones, ye have done it unto me. 
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